REGILDING THE CRESCENT
streets and bazaars of Damascus, though in the
main thoroughfares, which dragomans stage-man-
age for tourists, these signs of the times are not
in evidence. The recent massacres in Adana
illustrate what may, let us hope, be the last out-
break of feeling against the Armenian, whom
the fanatical Mussulmans hate more than they
did before, since he is now protected not only
by the foreign consuls, but also by the Turks
themselves, who, in their honest endeavour to
assure religious equality to all, have made
themselves irretrievably unpopular with their
co-religionists in Asia.
Surprise is sometimes expressed that the
Mohammedans should have singled oiTt~the
Armenians from all the native Christians as the
special objects of their hatred. The reason is to
be found in the Armenians themselves, as, in
addition to being the least likely to defend
themselves if attacked, they also excite the
jealousy of the slower Turk by their cunning in
commerce. Everywhere in the empire, from
Constantinople to the frontiers of the Caucasus,
they have ousted the Mohammedan from all the
most profitable employment. Over and above
this race-hatred, however* there can be no doubt
that Abd-ul-Hamid detested them on his own
account and never lost an opportunity of launch-
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